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Best PracticeChecklistNo.1

Optimising your (11) Field Score

Note: This Best Practi@hecklists also available in har@icLJe2 T2 N I (i { AMeba§efen®L y i |
Guidelines2 NJ . dzZNNB.y CI NXSNA Q

What is the Burren Programm@P}y

The B 5 alocallyled agrienvironmental scheme which waskvith farmers to help them to conserve
0 KS . deNdit@hgi€dti namely itslandscape, biodiversity babitats, plants and animalg,
archaeolog andwater, whilst allowing them to continuproducingquality livestocklt was developed
in the Burren, for theBurren by working with local farmers durintpe BurrenLIFEproject and the
Burren Farming for Conservation Programmteagives you, as a local farmer, the opportunityidok
after your farm for yourself, your family and your communitgnd to be rewarded for .t

How do paymentsin the BP differ from other agrienvironment scheme®

As with previous and ctent national agrenvironmentschemessuch as REPS, AEOS and GhAS

BPwill includea paymentfor W O i A WofkddnedT eke actions will be chosen by the farmer to

suit their own land and farm setup, but must helpto better manage andconserve the Burren

But in addition to this, within the BRarmers willalso receive m annualayment¥ 2 NJ NB & dzf (0 & Q

What does'gayment for result€nean?

The payment for resultapproach othe BPoffers an incentive for farmers to maintain or improve the
management of their lando 6 SY STA G G KS . dzZNIWE¢ &raers Svifodse NiRiy Y Sy (
knowledge skill and experience tdo this well, will be rewarded the better the result, thebigger the

reward paymeny.

How will the payments for resultde calculated?

The BP will use a simple scoring systento assess théénvironmental healt®of each fieldin the
Programme. Thédield scoring systenwill differ slightly depending on theverall habitat type, e.g.
winteragegrasslanar Burren lowland grasslar@a S S W2 K G | NB . dzefNde ¢ndf 2 & €
of thisdocumen), but they will follow the sameoroad principlesoutlined below

Everyfield inthe BPwill be scored by youtrained farm advisoreachsummer, and some willalsobe
assessedby the local BurrefProgrammeteam. Field scoresanrange frombetweenO - 10; with the
higheryour fieldsscore the higher the payment you will receivaA field musteacha scoreof 5 or
more toreceiveany payment. Fields which are exceptionally géibabse scoring 9 or 1Pwill earn
proportionally higher payments to reflect the level of skill hard workand active management
involvedin achiewngthesehigh scores




How can | improve my field scor@s

Simply put, to achieve a high sca®eld needsto bewell grazedas appropriatdor the habitattype),

and haveundamaged feed siteglean watersources low levels of immaturencroaching scrulno
problems with brackermr weeds andshow no other negativeactivities Thechecklistbelow offers
some useful tips on the management needeatiiressany ofthese issuesn Burren winterags and
Burren lowland grasslangand therebyimprovingtheir environmental healtkcondition, andresulting
field scores. Thschecklistisdivided across 10 criteria, each one of which will contribute to the overall
field score.

The full set of instructions used lglvisors to score BurreminteragesandBurren lowland grasslands
is availableat www.burrenprogramme.conor from the BP Office in CarronYou willalsobe given
training that will help you to score your own fielddost importantof all however is talways read
your I-1 ScoreSheetcarefullyas this will givelearmanagement recommendatiorfer each fieldthat
can be used tamprove your field scoreandincreaseyour Intervention 1 (11) payments

1. Grazing(refer toyourfarm plan for specific recommendations for individual fields)

Winterages

1 For 'weak'and ‘weak-middling' winteragesgraze the fieldtightly over the winter grazing
seasonOctoberto late April) and restthe fieldfully in summer.

1 For 'strong’ or 'middlingstrong’ winterages, graze the fielidhtlyin late summeiJuly/August)
followed by a tight winter graze\im tostart W ¢ A ygiaAnyaklate-September/early October
beforethe strongergrases'lodge’ and can't be grazgaroperly.

1 Generally, d not grazewinterage fieldduring the mainsummerflowering period(May-Jung
unless otherwise stated iourfarm plan (e.gfor one year only to restore pastures that have
become very ranklue toundergrazing

1 For more details on grazing regimes on winteraggraslands please see the
BurrenLIFE Best PractiGuideNo. 3- Sustainable Grazing durren Winterages.

Undergrazed winteragdield, where a lot of winterage field benefiting from a light late
grassforage remans after the cattle.Stronger summer grazeéo top-off heavier growth


http://www.burrenprogramme.com/

Burrenlowland grasslands

1 Rest weakekheadowlike(ieldsfrom May to mid-July andthen gazethem so thatas many
plants as possiblstill get to flower and set seedstronger meadowike fields can béightly
grazedthroughthe spring and summenonths

1 Aim for a sward of varying heights throughout the year s@me short, some middling and
some longThe grass should be aboutlscm high acros®: (75%)of the field all yearround.

1 If mowing, delay cutting untihid-Julyif possible andthen graze the aftegrass

An overgrazed Burren lowland grasslafield in late June; the swardis alreadygrazed dowrtoo short,
with veryfew plantsremaining toflower and setseed.

2. Plant litter (deadand rank vegetation

1 Graze winterages with 'stronger' areas of vegetatigtly in late summen(July/Augustto
top-off the heaviergrowth, and start winter grazingearlier (by late Septemberéarly October)
or grasses and herbs in these areas will 'lodgetomerankandform excesive plant litter.

1 Grazing with horses or donkeys may dféective in reducinduilt-up levels of plant litter on
fields which have been undergrazed for a number of years.

1 Feeding livestock supplementaryration helps improve theicoarsevegetationintake, and
may help in reducing plant litter levels.

1 Plant litter should not be burrdit any time
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Excessiveahd vegetatior(plant litter) builds upin undergrazed aregasvhich will reducehe quality of
the¥ 2 f £ 2 ¢ Agyading@r Alseddndtherout the wild flowersand herbs
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3. Supplementary feeding

1 Do not feed large bales of hay or silage use feed trailerspn winterages Only use loose
hay/silage in emergency situationeedinglarge bales of hay osilage will result in @
payment for that field plusanyadjacentwinteragefields to whichivestock haveopenaccess
unless there are valid mitigating circumstances.

1 Positionanyconcentratefeed troughs where they will have the minimum impact:

0 Use existing or oldeed sites(unless these are vulnerable to damagand minimisehe
unnecessary moving of troughs as this digiturb a greater area

0 Donot place thenon wetor peatysoilsas this will result imapid poachingand damage.

0 Do not feed close to or oanyarchaeological featuresncluding mound walls.

1 Ideally, feedconcentratedirectly on the groundcht different locatiors daily to avoiddamage
If done well there should be littléo no bare soil createdwhile also reducingnticipatory
livestockcongregatiorwhen feeding this way.

1 Tidy up and removetore all plastichagsandfeeding equipmentrom the fieldafter use.

 For more details on supplementary feeding of livestock please see the
BurrenLIFE Best PractiGuideNo. 4 ¢ A Guide toFeeding Cattle on Burren Winterages
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Silage feeding cartause heavydamage to Feedingsupplementaryconcentratescan help
habitats, reduce grazing levelgyollute the to improve grazing levelsbut if you use

ground waterand look very unsightly troughs, be careful where yqlacethem.

4. Natural and alternative water sources

1 Protectall vulnerablenatural water sourcegsprings, streamsponds, turloughs)by piping
water to a water trough, installing a nose pump where practical and acceptabléy walling
or fencing thenoff to prevent livestock access

1 When providng livestock with alternative water suppligse. water troughs), place them on
suitableground in accessible locatiorend away from any archaeological features

1 Avoid leakage/overflow from watering points that will lead to poaching in the vicinity by
making sure that troughsit firmlyon a solid, level base atidat any overflow (inere present)
ispiped away fromimmediatearea unless it is feeding into an existing swallow hole.

1 For more details on Water Provision, please see BBest Practic&ChecklisiNo. 4.



Damaged water sources contaminated with  Water troughs should be installegroperly,
dung arebadfor animaland habitathealth. sitting on a solid, level bade prevent leakage

5. Bare soiland erosion

1 Removedivestock fromafield or temporaily fence of a section wherhey are staying in one
areaand poaching is starting to become a problem.

1 Try to avoidarge herd sizes ismall winterage fieldss this is likely tincreasethe trampling
of grassandrisk poachingdamage.

1 Avoidthe use of heavy machinery on winteragespeciallyn wet conditionsas this will cause
rutting damageand soilcompaction.

1 Ensure that excessive bageound isn't building up arounar leading to feed or water troughs
alternative, moresuitable locationsvill be necessary if this is the case
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A poorly placedfeed trough can lead to soil Heavytractor tracking causingdeepruts and
erosion egecially if the field is heavily stocked soildisturbance avoid any unecessary trips



6. Srub

9 Prioritise thetargeted removal ofscattered, immature scrulfmainly hazel and blackthorn)
where itis activelyencroachingonto grazeable speciesch area; as it may affect your score.

1 Mature hazelscrub (with woodland flora)and scattered trees, such as asholly or mature
whitethorn must not be removedthese donot affectyour field score, butheir unauthorised
removalwill.

1 Alsofocus onopeningup paths through scrulto improve access and connectivihetween
grazeable areasidentify paths which are still used by livestock and opealiout3m wide.

1 Scrub removal needs to be properly planned and carried out if there is to be a lasting benefit.
Make a multtannual scrub plathat includesenough timeandresources to address regrowth.

1 Consideration should be givdar the potential use of trackmachineto pull or cut scrubas
this can bemuch more efficientHowever, theuse of arackmachinefor scrub removaisonly
possiblebased onconditions such asafe site accessand terrain suitability All potential
machine scrubwork will require additional planning and consultation with thePWS and
possiblyalsothe National Monuments Servigand will only be permitte@andfundedif carried
out inaccordance witlall listed guidelines.

1 Heather is generally not considered a probletmen presentunless there are extensive stands
of tall (knee height) dense anaver-mature heatherthat dominatethe grassland and inhibit
grazing If you havesuchareas you should consideargetedstrimming

1 For more details on Scrub Remoyaleaseseethe BPBest Practic&ChecklistNo. 2.

Opening paths through scrub can improve To improve the habitat, remevscrub from
grazing and make herding easier. areas where there are still grassland flowers

7. Bracken
f Brackenoften O f f S RocaFisSyidérallR onla problemon stronger winteragesindin
pockets of deep sqgivhere itgrowstaller (above knee heighgndformsdense closedcanopy
standsthat shade out theunderstoryflora. It canalsobe more of a problem on Burren lowland
grasslands where there is little or no spring/summer grazing.
O If present as scattered individuals or small clustemrswhen growing alongsoil filled
grikes, wallsor field margins, bracken is not considered/scored as a problem.




1 Trampling withlivestock bytargetedlight grazing in Maearly Junecan be beneficial as @an
weaken brackerbut should only be used when recommended in yéanm plan.Repeated
heavier grazing at this time can have a negative impact on the flora and.fauna

1 For effectivecontrol of bracken, it is recommended to cut or (ideally) bruise it twice in summer:

first in Jungjust asthe fronds finish unfurling, and thenagain 68 weeks laterto drain the
perennialrootstock Cutting only once a year and after June is generally ineffective.
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Gonsider bracken contrah areas where it is Bracken i perenniatype offern, andrequires
formingtall densestands or is increasing. repeated contromeasurego reduce its cover.

8. Purplemoor-grass

1 Purplemoor-grassgrowsnaturally, and often very abundantlypn damper soilsn the Burren
Livestock will eat it in summer wheinis fresh, but will not eat thecoarsedry leaves in winter
when it hasbecome verywnpalatable unless theres nothing else. If left uneaten it forms a
thick layer of white gradiitter that smothers out other grasses and flowers over time

9 Fields where it occurshould be grazetightly sometimebetween midJune and migAugust.
The attle mostly top-off the purple moorgrass before eating other grassdaring sucha
targeted summer grazingo correcttiming will not reduce thegrass availabilitin winter.

o Please efer to yourfarm plan forfield-specificgrazingrecommendations

If not grazed in summaeavrhen palatable the leaves gburple mookgrass build up a thick layer litter;
suppresg other grasesand flowers, making the field less productieend lessbiodiverse.
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9. Weeds and agriculturalhfavoured species

1 Weeds and agriculturalifavoured species are plants that do rigpicallyoccur on winterages
other thanmaybealongregularly usedhelter walls or gatentrances Their presence usually
indicatespast heavy feeding, incorrect graziregimesor historic disturbance/reclamatian
o Note: Weeds associated with actively used feed sites are covered/scored under the
previous sectiolBupplementary feedif@gmpact.
1 Control weeds (e.g. creeping and spear thistles, docks, ragwort, nettles, hoglweedck)
by cutting or pulling them before they come into full flower.
i Targeted summer grazin@e. confined to enriched past feeding areasy alschelp to reduce
the cover ofunwantedspecies such as chickweed, redshank, timothy and ryegrass.

3 . " o d L‘,

Weeds such asubdock(left) andthistles(right) are often foundat feedsitesand other areasvhere
nutrient and disturbance levelsmainhigh; and may need targeted contrta reduce their occurrence

10. Ecologicalntegrity (winterages)& Conservation Valug¢Burrenowland grasslands)

Winterages

1 Identify reasons why the field doesn't look like it shqdy.has it been altered through past
practices includingegularsummer grazing, fertilisation, reseeding, reclamatisrumping?

1 Stopany damaging practiceand discuss with youadvisor andthe Burren Team what, if
anything, can be done to restore the integrity of the field.

1 Ensure all wdciscarried outto a high standar@nd in fullaccordance with the listed guidelines
SO not to cause any damagédailure to do so may lead to a reduction in thgeqgrity score
e.g.non-targetedherbicideusewhen treatingregrowth; the cutting of mature scrubr trees

Burren lowland grasslands

1 Identify (with your advisor)any fields you thinknay qualify for payment as Burren lowland
grasslandgsee below)As the quality of these fields variesbatanicalsurveywill need to be
done by a suitably qualified persoim determine theT A SW ®ZX)Aa S NIJI. Tha &inffis O
then to maintain or improve the conservation value througintinuousgood management

91 Do not apply fertiliseor slurry, do not reseed, and do not use herbicidether thanif spot-
GNBIFGAYy3 y2EA2dza 6SSRa 2NJ SyONRI OKAy 3 & ONMz
flora diversity and thereby the conservation value/score.
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What work should Icarry outto help improve myfield scores?

Look at the 1Gections(scoring criteria)isted above and decide which, if any, niayaffecting your
field scoregyour farm plarwill aid youwith this). Thenseewhat actionsivorksare needed to address
any issuegresent to helpincreaseyour field scores andlsomaximise your payments.

Remember
- ensure youmwinterage fields are being grazed out well, and at the right time péar;
getting the grazing right is the main driver of your field score.

Together with your farm advisor, decid® awork planto include forBPfunding aimed athelping
youto improve thegrazing management and condition of your fields

Seesomeexamplework optionsbelow:

U Wouldrepairing internal wallsandinstalling gateshelpto better targetthe grazin@

U Wouldproviding orimproving the water supplyin certainfieldsfacilitateincrease grazing?

U Would opening paths through scrulnake it easier fotivestock to movebetween grazeable
areasand foryouwhen herding?

U Wouldinvestingin supplementaryfeed equipmentsuch as meal bins éeedtroughs help you
move away fronsilage feeding andncouragemprovedwinter grazing?

U Wouldimproving vehicleaccesgo certainfields help withlivestockand grazingnanagemen

U Are therenatural springs or pondgresentthat need protectingfrom livestock access

U Isthere youngencroaching scrulpresenton grazeable areathat needs removing?

i Are thereweedsor areasof densebracken W ¥ S pidSent@hat need controlling?

U Is therepast damage that neesrestoring, i.e. removinglumpedrubbish spoils?




What areBurren lowland grassland3

Burren lowland grasslands are a subset of those fields usually descritthaserlandr Hreen

landQbut they differ from improved agricultural grasslaimthatthey contain a greater variety of wild
flowersand herbsThese'theadowlikeQieldshavedeeper soil than typical winteragesnd often have

a history of cultivation for cropdut are now mainly used for summer grazing or cut for silage/hay

(a few are usednostly for winter grazing Many were reseeded and fertilised in the past lhatve
becomeW¥ f 2 ¢ S NBetXertilisBriappijcation was reduced or stoppefiteas ofBurrenlowland
grassland caalsooccurwithin improved fieldS ®3 & 2y &f 21LJSa (GKIF G KIF @Sy Qi

Note: fields with quite a lot of heather anountain avensare classed aseath, and will be scored as
winterages (usually more than 25% of the fiet@tingcovered by heather andssociatedlants).

Look out for the large esye daisies, yellow rattle and orchigee belowp y | y & -HkdOS ITR2SE R
that you do not fertilise (oapply very littleto) ¢ these may qualify for payment.

TheseManagement Guidelinesfor Burrenfarmers are designed to complement the

Terms & Conditions ofhe Burren Programmae; for more information please visijt
Www.burrenproqramme.com
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